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Isation, from the point of view of the Parliamentary
Opposition, was the Society of the Friends of the People,
a Society that separated Itself ostentatiously from the
more furious formulas of the democratic organisations,
and turned a deaf ear to the new and eager vocabulary
of freedom. This Society represented the left wing of
the Whigs. Sincerely attached to Reform, it was in
effect resuming the struggle with the Court at the point
where It had been broken off in 1782; its remedies were
all embraced in the ideas of continuity, development,
restoration.
The result of these changes of temper outside and inside
the House of Commons was seen In two motions for Reform
in 1793 and 1797, both made by Grey, who was hence-
forth Fox's chief confederate. The procedure adopted in
the Parliamentary attack in 1780, when the presenting of
petitions was the preliminary to motions, was followed
strictly, and Grey's motion in May 1793 was preceded by
the introduction of various petitions from all parts of the
country. One petition from Sheffield the House refused
to receive on the ground that its language was unbecoming;
but Fox made an effective point in the debate by reminding
the House that the present Lord Chancellor had defended
a remonstrance from the City of London during the Wilkes
Case In which it was declared that the House of Commons had
forfeited Its authority and that its subjects were not bound
to obey Its acts, on the ground that If the subject had the
right to petition for a particular object, he had a right to
urge any argument that was relevant. The petition pre-
sented by Grey, on making his motion, is important because
it contained a statement of the condition of Parliamentary
representation, that had been prepared after careful In-
vestigation, and It gives us a curious picture of that
constitution of which Burke thought all the moss and
mortar Immutable and divine. It showed that the control
of Parliament was virtually in the hands of seventy - one
peers and ninety-one commoners, who between them